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Installing an external sound card in order to use a multitrack recorder like Pro Tools is easy. Just
plug the connection you want to use into the front-most IO port on your sound card. There are two
types of sound cards: internal and external. Internal sound cards are built into the motherboard of
the computer, while external sound cards connect via the USB bus or firewire port. We explain how
to install both types in the following sections. Some sound cards also integrate the components
needed for computer-based recording. In this case, internal and external wiring are the same. In
such cases, all you need to do is plug in the line inputs to the sound card. If you have an external
microphone, plug that in as well. You might be able to pair it with the sound card or connect it to the
MIDI patchbay of the Pro Tools system and sync it up, but it’s really best to use the line-in. Installing
an External Sound Card External sound cards are straightforward and easy to set up. Your computer
has a front side that has IO ports on the front of the motherboard for plugging in USB or firewire
cables. Internal Sound Cards Internal sound cards are built into the motherboard of the computer,
so your computer already has the components required for recording. You will need to check your
sound card’s manual to find out which IO port to plug the line-in into, but most sound cards have
one. Tips and Tricks Plug the input cable into the IO port of your sound card. If your sound card has
a separate power supply, you'll need to connect that to the power supply to the computer. If you
have an external microphone, plug that into the input of the sound card as well. Some sound cards
also integrate the components needed for computer-based recording. In such cases, all you need to
do is plug in the line inputs to the sound card. If you have an external microphone, plug that in as
well. You might be able to pair it with the sound card or connect it to the MIDI patchbay of the Pro
Tools system and sync it up, but it’s really best to use the line-in. If you have an internal microphone,
plug that into the input of the sound card as well. If your sound card has a separate power supply,
you’ll need to connect that to the power supply to the computer. If you have an external microphone,
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