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Vietnam to allow inspection of Malaysian asylum seekers The UNHCR called the latest Vietnamese asylum decision “concerning”. (Photo: Luke Macgregor) Vietnam to allow inspection
of asylum seekers Vietnam's Interior Ministry has said it will allow Malaysian asylum seekers to apply for refugee status in the country. A spokeswoman for the ministry, Tran Tien
Dung, said they were to pass into the country, where they would be allowed to apply for refugee status. "There are 733 Malaysians in the country who have come from Malaysia for this
purpose. They are now in the transit zone in the border town of Dong Nai. "Their application for refugee status will be processed in due time," Dung said. The move comes after a court
in Cambodia denied some 100 Malaysians an injunction which would have allowed them to stay in the country. Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak said he "firmly" rejected the
decision. "This is a big mistake which violates international law," he said in a statement. "We will continue to work on the case and safeguard the rights of all Malaysians." Mohammed
Nizar Jamaluddin from the UNHCR said they were concerned by the latest decision. "The claim of being concerned is not a ground for blocking access, but it is a concern that people
can be turned away arbitrarily. "We will consider our next steps with a view to ensuring that the law is respected," he said. He added that the UNHCR will continue to work with both
countries to find solutions to the situation. Last month, The UNHCR had called for Vietnam to end its practice of detaining Malaysia's asylum seekers and sending them to the
Malaysian-controlled region of maritime border with Cambodia. It said "irregular" practice was in breach of international law and called for the rights of people fleeing persecution in
Malaysia to be respected. Vietnam says it issues 'temporary residency' to Rohingya Vietnam says it has offered 'temporary residency' to thousands of Rohingya fleeing violence in
neighbouring Myanmar, but an overwhelming majority say they want to return home. Some 3,700 people have been registered as Rohingya refugees and another 1,300 were
'temporarily' given'residency' in the southern province of Khanh Hoa, officials said, citing government figures.
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