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Crack Pesinstmanksl : 2752 (274f)[…]1. Field of the Invention The invention relates
to an instrument and method for measuring characteristics of air and other gases.
More particularly, the invention relates to an instrument and method for measuring
characteristics of air and other gases which include measuring the level of oxygen
in the gases. 2. Description of the Prior Art It is well known that oxygen deficiency in
the air, particularly in the lower air layers (called the "lower atmosphere") at sea
level, or in the higher air layers at higher altitudes, can be a serious problem. A
reduction of oxygen below a certain level, in the human body or elsewhere in the
environment, can lead to death. Scientists have estimated that about 2.5 million
people worldwide, including many in the United States, die of oxygen deficiency.
Worldwide, this situation leads to the deaths of close to 200,000 children in each
year. This is particularly true of mountain regions, and of the one-half million
Americans, mostly children, who die each year from altitude sickness at higher
altitudes. Much research has been done in the past regarding the causes of and
solutions to the problems of oxygen deficiency. Clearly, a good number of the
solutions are to improve air quality by regulating the quantity of pollutants in the
air. Since oxygen is, clearly, the best solution, much effort has been made to devise
instruments to measure the amounts of oxygen in the air. In general, most
instruments measure the oxygen level in the "upper atmosphere" (the air at the top
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of the atmosphere, or the stratosphere).
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