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theres one part of chinatown that doesnt work at all, and thats the opening scene in which we see
chinas family. his sister-in-law and his kids are in a restaurant where theyre eating lasagna and

theyre being introduced to people. this scene feels like an attempt to connect with the audience. but
it doesnt work. its just too bland, and its not a joke. its just not funny. but its not supposed to be

funny. its supposed to feel real. and thats the only thing that it does. its the little things that make a
movie great. however, while this immigrant enclave is replete with historic landmarks and cultural

treasures, its also a haven for crime. in fact, chinatown has a higher rate of violent crime than almost
any other area in the city. drug dealing, prostitution, and gambling are all rampant in this area. for
this reason, the los angeles police department has a division whose sole purpose is to patrol and

patrol chinatown. watch your back.here are some things to keep in mind when exploring chinatown.
be cautious at all times. stick to the main streets. always cross streets at the signal. walk, not run, in

the area. always be alert. your personal safety is important, so always do a quick walkabout and
check that no one is following you. bypass any unmarked door that looks suspicious. some people

work the doorways in chinatown to earn money. you shouldnt have to pay to go into an illegal
establishment. and if youre asked for money, be sure to ask for "twenty dollars" not "twenty dollars."
keep in mind that there are different currency rates in chinatown. dollars are cheaper than in other

parts of los angeles, so thats how you should pay if youre asked for a large amount of money.
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the story begins with the birth of chinas most
infamous crook, and we follow him through his

crimes and eventual capture. but the early scenes
are painfully slow and the film is so obsessed with
an in-depth explanation of how chinas businesses
work that you never really feel engaged with the

characters. it takes until the action begins that the
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plot starts moving. this whole time, youll be
thinking: how the hell did this movie take so long to
get going? and once the plot kicks into high gear,
youll find yourself in the same position that we all

are: we cant wait for the next installment. as towne
explains in the dvd commentary, chinatown was an
attempt to take on the high noon genre, in which we

follow the evolution of the hero through their own
personal journey. this movie does that, but it does
so by following the journey of an entire city. the

movie is so good at everything else that its ending
feels like a letdown. and even though chinatown is

generally considered a cult classic, and even though
it is a story that should be told over and over again,
its ending is, for lack of a better word, stupid. it gets
away with it because the rest of the film is so great.
but in the end, theres not much there to hold your
attention after the characters have all been either
cornered or killed off. in its own way, the ending of
chinatown serves as a cautionary tale to audiences.

theres no sense of hope in it. you can sense that
theres no way out for the characters, and that

theres no way out for the story. you dont care about
anything that happens to any of them. you feel that
this ending is inevitable, and that theres nothing to
be done about it. but the fact that it can get away

with it is proof that chinatown is a truly great movie.
5ec8ef588b
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