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years ago I first heard of a Jewish entrepreneur whose organization was called 2+2=5. Although I didn’t know what its purpose was, it was easy to see the wisdom of his basic message: no one pays for anything unless they’re willing to pay with

something else – and what’s the best gift you can give someone? In the mid-90s, it was getting harder and harder to stay in the Jewish business world because it seemed to be dominated by big money, a point brilliantly brought home by the late
Arthur Lefkowitz, the legendary president of Long Island’s Freedom National Bank, who passed away earlier this year. But Arthur knew that anyone who got on the wrong side of the big money would be severely punished by them. That’s where he

hit upon 2+2=5, a Jewish take on the ancient joke about a widow and a maiden, who are kept apart by a cart driver. The widow is forced to pay for the cart with her wedding ring, the maiden by her big toe. Eventually the husband saves up
enough money to buy his wife a diamond ring, and they live happily ever after. The challenge for 2+2=5 was that although Arthur thought he understood the principle and benefited from it, he knew there were others who didn’t get it. So to bridge

the divide, he changed the name of his group to 2+2=5 and asked others to help him spread the message. He also started receiving calls from American businesspeople who wanted to know how to use this Jewish wisdom in their business.
Although he was often tempted to say it was only a joke, Arthur told them the truth. He found that while the principle wasn’t new, the way to apply it was. Fast forward to this year, and I am thrilled to announce the
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