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Pinnacle (1864) The first USS Pinnacle was a monitor in the Union Navy during the American Civil
War. The ship was named for the Pinnacle Reef near Portsmouth, New Hampshire. She was used by
the Union Navy as part of the Mississippi Squadron in the American Civil War. The steamer was laid
down in 1864 by the New York Shipbuilding Company at Camden, New Jersey, and launched on 23

December 1864. She was commissioned on 12 August 1865, Lieutenant William T. Allen in
command. Civil War service North Atlantic operations Pinnacle, her boilers fired by wood and her

engines by coal, sailed from New York on 12 September and transited the Panama Canal on 2
October. She arrived at Galveston, Texas on 14 October and joined the Mississippi Squadron. She

entered Vicksburg, Mississippi on 25 October and served as a station ship until 18 December. Under
the command of Winfield S. Scott, she took part in the landing at Monroe, Louisiana, on 9 March

1866, and remained there as flagship of Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter throughout the remainder
of the Civil War. She also participated in the landing operations at Cottonport, Louisiana, on 14 April

and at Natchez, Mississippi, on 7 and 8 June. On 20 March 1867, she participated in operations
against the Red River and the Red Darter, under the command of Capt. N. P. Brittain. Post-Civil War
operations Pinnacle got underway from Port Royal, South Carolina, on 20 April 1867 and arrived at
Key West, Florida, on 19 June. She left the Gulf of Mexico on 6 September to participate in the 1867
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