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America will no longer allow openly gay leaders, delegates and volunteers, a
top official said Friday, just a day after ending its ban on gay scoutmasters.
The Boy Scouts of America will no longer allow openly gay leaders, delegates
and volunteers, a top official said Friday, just a day after ending its ban on gay
scoutmasters. BSA President Mark S. Uffer told Reuters that the decision to let
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gay adults serve as scout leaders was made based on two surveys, which
showed 80 percent of BSA membership supported the change. “l am
convinced that Scouting will be at its best when it is founded on trust and
loyalty, and led by a set of standards that are uncompromisingly trustworthy,”
Uffer said. “That’s exactly what Scouting has been about throughout its
100-year history, and that’s exactly what Scouting’s membership wants for the
future.” The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) voted in May to lift its ban on gay
scoutmasters, and the group admitted same-sex couples to the membership,
both for the first time. The announcement Friday was the culmination of
months of debate within the organization over a measure proposed by the Boy
Scouts that would have allowed individual units to accept gay volunteers and
leaders in place of a blanket ban. Membership in the BSA last year grew to 8.6
million, the largest total ever, and had been projected to top 10 million in
2016. As a group, the Boy Scouts are Christian but have also attracted troops
with a variety of beliefs. All chartered units are affiliated with the BSA, but
many will remain separate, and membership often reflects its parent
organizations. The change was prompted in part by the recent election of
President-elect Donald Trump, whose chief political adviser is a strong
supporter of traditional values. Activist groups lobbied fiercely against the
change, warning that it would hurt the organization’s ability to recruit new
members and threatens to alienate the small number of scouts who are openly
gay. There were also questions over whether the ban could violate the rights
of gay scouts. The final vote was moved to the organization’s top policymaking
body, instead
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