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Tampa, Florida (CNN) -- Republican presidential candidate John McCain, under fire from senators over his position on Ukraine, will meet with Russian and Ukrainian leaders this weekend, his campaign confirmed Tuesday. Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona, responds to a question in an interview in Chicago Wednesday. In a three-day trip beginning
Wednesday, McCain will meet with Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to a campaign statement. The trip is meant "to advance the overarching national security and foreign policy interests of both the United States and Ukraine, with the goal of delivering an unequivocal message to Putin and
Yushchenko that Russia must return to its commitments," the statement said. McCain's campaign had been facing criticism from some Senate Republicans -- including presidential candidate Sen. John Thune, R-South Dakota, and Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tennessee -- over McCain's original support of Yushchenko. At a news
conference at the time, McCain downplayed the weight of sanctions that followed the Ukrainian's victory, saying "I do not think that one election victory means more than any other election victory." Thune called McCain's behavior "outrageous." McCain's original support of the ex-general's opponent, former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich,
also drew rebuke. The trip will bring McCain to Kiev, the Ukrainian capital, later this week. McCain spokeswoman Brooke Buchanan said the senator was in Europe earlier this month to consult with Ukrainian leaders on how to secure and promote democracy. McCain also plans to meet with leaders from other European nations, and Buchanan
said he will also meet with members of the Ukrainian Parliament. Sen. Joseph Lieberman, D-Connecticut, said he met with McCain, as well as with Yushchenko and Putin, in Kiev during his trip there last week. Lieberman also said he believes that a third presidential candidate from the Republican party -- former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani -- is also on the trip. Giuliani has been meeting with Yushchenko and Putin this week in Kiev, Lieberman said, and Giuliani and McCain are both due to attend the NATO-Ukraine Summit in Bucharest on Wednesday. The NATO summit is expected to draw up protocols to send to Kiev to help the Ukrainian police crackdown on pro-
Russian separatists. This is part of a promise made by Russian President Vladimir Putin to extradite those officials who fled to Russia following the Ukrainian president's election win in January. 1cb139a0ed
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